


Y.B. Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed

Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed is Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department in charge of economy since March 2020,
where he oversees the overall medium- and long-term socioeconomic development planning of the nation. He is also
chairman of the parliament of Malaysia’s special select committee on budget; chairman of Talent Corporation, an
agency under the Ministry of Human Resources (MOHR) that drives Malaysia’s talent strategy towards becoming a
dynamic talent hub; and Chairman of Teraju, a strategic unit to spearhead progress through meaningful, resilient and
sustainable Bumiputera economic participation.

Born in 1950, Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed holds a first-class honours degree in economics from the University of
Melbourne and a master degree in economic development from Boston University. He was first elected as a member
of Parliament in 1995. He has since held a number of senior positions in the Malaysian government, including
Minister of International Trade and Industry, Minister of Agriculture and Agro-industry, Minister of Higher Education,
Minister of Entrepreneur Development, Deputy Finance Minister, and Executive Director at the National Economic
Action Council.

Special Opening Keynote

Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department (Economy)

Economic Planning Unit



Y.Bhg. Tan Sri Faizah Mohd Tahir
Chairman, Yayasan Sejahtera

A graduate with a Bachelor Degree in Economics (Hons.) from University of Malaya and Masters of Arts
(Development Economics) from Williams College, United States of America, she joined the Economic Planning Unit
(EPU), Prime Minister’s Department in 1973 serving in various capacities in the Agriculture, Distribution and Human
Resources sections. Her last position in the EPU was as Director, Commerce and Industry Section before being
promoted to Secretary-General of the Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development, a post she held
since 2001 until her retirement in 2009. Tan Sri Faizah is also the Chairman of Orphancare Foundation, Board of
Trustees of Yayasan Kebajikan Negara Malaysia, Board of Director Temasek Foundation, International CLG Limited
and Chairman of AMWAY (Malaysia) Holdings Berhad.

Welcome Address
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Y.Bhg. Manon Bernier
Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei Darussalam

Manon Bernier, Deputy Resident Representative UNDP Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei Darussalam has 17

years of work experience with UNDP and UNV serving in Latin America, Europe and Asia.

She joined UNDP Malaysia Management Team in September 2020, supporting national stakeholders in

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. She leads the development of

innovative programmes and partnerships to accelerate structural transformation for sustainable

development and build evidence for informed policy design and implementation.

Prior to that, she established the first UNV Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific based in Bangkok. She

led the strategic development of a new programme portfolio, integrating volunteerism as an avenue for

participation and inclusion of citizen and communities in the achievement of the SDGs. She was also

overseeing the deployment of over 1000 UN Volunteers and managed UNV support to UN Agencies

COVID-19 response across the Asia Pacific region. In the context of south south cooperation, she

developed ground-breaking cooperation with China, Thailand and Brazil as well as steered innovative

partnerships with the engagement of the private sector. She also served in Latin America managing

portfolios of projects on decentralization, local governance, and women’s economic empowerment.

Keynote Speaker



Y.Bhg. Datuk Dr. Zunika Mohamed 
Deputy Director General (Policy) of Economic Planning Unit under the Prime Minister’s 

Department.

YBhg Datuk Dr. Zunika is an economist with more than 25 years of experience in the civil service. She holds a

doctorate in Economic from Universiti Putra Malaysia and obtained postgraduate and bachelor’s degrees in

Economics from the International Islamic University, Malaysia and the University of Texas, USA, respectively. Datuk

Dr. Zunika started her career in 1994 as Assistant Director in the Agriculture Section of the Economic Planning Unit

(EPU). She held several position in the EPU among others in the Distribution Section, the Macro Economy and the

Infrastructure and Public Facilities Section before being appointed Director of Agriculture Section of The EPU in

September 2016. Datuk Dr. Zunika was appointed Deputy Secretary General (Policy) of the Ministry of Agriculture

and Agro-based Industry in October 2018. She returned to the Ministry of Economic Affairs in 2019 as Deputy

Secretary General (Sectoral) and later Deputy Secretary General (Macro) . Datuk Dr. Zunika is currently the Deputy

Director General (Policy) of EPU under the Prime Minister’s Department.

Panelist



Y.Bhg. Emeritus Prof. Dato’ Dr. Abdul Rahman Embong
Emeritus Professor in Sociology of Development

Professor Dato’ Dr. Abdul Rahman Embong is an emeritus professor in sociology of development. He obtained his

bachelor’s degree from University of Leicester, United Kingdom and acquired his master’s degree from the School of

Oriental and African Studies in London prior to receiving his doctorate from the University of Malaya. Professor

Rahman was a Principal Research Fellow at the Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), Universiti

Kebangsaan Malaysia, for more than two decades until he retired in January 2018.

Since 2000, Professor Rahman has led the Malaysian Social Science Association as President and later as Special

Advisor. He is a Founding Member and Fellow of the Academy of Professors Malaysia, founded in March 2019.

Professor Rahman has given keynote addresses, talks, and invited papers at national and international conferences.

He is the founding Chief Editor of the Southeast Asian Social Science Review (SEASSR), published twice yearly since

2016.

His recent work includes Impacts of Covid-19 Pandemic on Governance in Malaysia: With Lessons from the 1997-98

Asian Financial Crisis, a UNDP funded project, jointly authored with Anis Yusal Yusoff and published by University of

Malaya Press.

Panelist



Y.Bhg. Prof. Dr. Sulochana Nair
Vice Chancellor and CEO of Binary University of Management and Entrepreneurship and 

Board of Trustee of Yayasan Sejahtera

Professor Dr Sulochana Nair is the Vice Chancellor and CEO of Binary University of Management and

Entrepreneurship. Prior to her current appointment she was attached to the Faculty of Economics and

Administration, (FEA), University of Malaya in various capacities. She was Associate Professor, Head of the

Department of Development Studies and Founding Director of the Centre for Poverty and Development Studies

(CPDS). In 2010 she was appointed Expert Consultant to CPDS and Advisor to FEA. With a specialisation in

Development Studies Dr Nair works on Poverty, Labour, Gender, Rural Development and Entrepreneurship. In

addition to providing policy inputs to the government Dr Nair is also involved in teaching, research, consultancy and

training. Dr Nair has been involved in various and capacity building programmes for Central Asia and Cambodia. She is

on the Board of Trustees of the Sejahtera Foundation a poverty focused NGO and the Gandhi Memorial Trust.

In 2019 the Ministry of Higher and Secondary – Specialized Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Tashkent

Instituted of Finance conferred upon Professor Sulochana the title of Honorable Professor in recognition of

outstanding contributions to international education.

In October 2021 Prof Dr Sulochana was presented with an Award of Excellence by the Governor of Khorezm Region,

Uzbekistan for commendable results achieved in the implementation of education, training and nurturing of youth

who are the future of Uzbekistan.

Panelist



Y.Bhg. Asfaazam Kasbani
Assistant Resident Representative and Head of Programme of the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei Darussalam.

With more than 28 years of working experience, his specialization ranges from strategic planning & monitoring,
public policies, sustainable development practices, energy efficiency/renewable energy and climate change
programme. Among the flagship initiatives that he has introduced and co-managed includes Industrial and building
energy efficiency programme, biomass power generation/co-generation projects in palm oil mills, demand-side
management initiatives and green technology for low carbon cities. He is currently exploring options to help
strengthen public policies which are pro-poor, green-led, inclusive and financially sustainable in meeting the 2030
Agenda.

He holds Master of Science in Industrial and Technology Management from the University Kebangsaan Malaysia
(2003), Bachelor of Science in Engineering Physics from the University of Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA (1993) and American
Associate Degree in Science from KPP/ITM State University of New York, Buffalo USA (1991).

Moderator
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Y.Bhg. Dr. Yasuhiko Matsuda
Country Manager for Malaysia, World Bank Group 

Dr. Yasuhiko Matsuda is the World Bank Country Manager for Malaysia, leading the team based at the World Bank
Inclusive Growth and Sustainable Finance Hub in Kuala Lumpur. Dr. Yasuhiko Matsuda is an expert on public sector
governance and human development, primarily in service delivery for social protection, education, and health with
over 25 years of experience in various technical and managerial roles in the World Bank. After a year-long stint as a
consultant working on education reform issues at the World Bank headquarters in Washington, DC, Matsuda formally
joined the World Bank as a Young Professional in 1997 in Nairobi, Kenya. From 1998-2013, he worked as a public
sector specialist, leading the World Bank’s public sector governance engagement in Brazil (2000-06) and the
Philippines(2006-13). In parallel, he led or participated in governance tasks in several other countries in Latin America
and East and South Asia. In 2013, he switched specialization to human development. He led the World Bank’s social
protection engagement in Nepal (2014-16) while contributing technical work on social protection service delivery in
Costa Rica, Indonesia, and Pakistan. Subsequently, he served as Program Leader to coordinate the Bank’s
engagements in human development and governance in Afghanistan, based in Kabul (2017-20). Matsuda’s most
recent assignment before he took up the current assignment was Lead Specialist, Human Capital Project, where he
spearheaded development and piloting of outcome-oriented public expenditure, and institutional reviews focused on
select human capital issues. Dr. Yasuhiko Matsuda holds a BA in political science from Waseda University, Japan, and
a Ph.D. in political science from the University of Pittsburgh, USA

Keynote Speaker



Y.Bhg. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Ahmad Faizal bin Mohd Perdaus
President, MERCY Malaysia

Professor Dato’ Dr. Ahmad Faizal bin Mohd Perdaus is the President of MERCY Malaysia, a position he has held since
2010. His involvement with MERCY Malaysia began in 2003 when he initially signed on as a volunteer and subsequently
made an EXCO member heading the Drug Rehabilitation and Assistance Programme in Malaysia from 2003 to 2006. Dato’
Dr Faizal was elected Vice President 1 in 2008 before acting as interim President in August 2009. In 2014, he was also
appointed to the Board of Trustees for MERCY Malaysia UK (now MERCY Humanitarian UK). Dato’ Dr. Faizal is also a
renowned Pulmonologist (Respiratory Specialist) currently practicing at KPJ Damansara Specialist Hospital. Dato’ Dr. Faizal
has been involved as Head of Health & Emerging Hazards cluster of the Scientific Expert Advisory Panel (STEP) to the
National Disaster Management Agency (NADMA) as well as member of the Public-Private Partnership Group under the
External Advisory Group (EAG) on COVID-19 to the Malaysian Government. Dato’ Dr. Faizal obtained his Bachelor of
Medical Science (1989) and Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree (1992) from Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). He
obtained his Master’s in Internal Medicine in 2000. He was accredited as a Respiratory Physician in 2003. In recognition
of his work and contributions, Dato’ Dr. Faizal was conferred the Darjah Dato’ Paduka Mahkota Perak (D.P.M.P.) in 2010
by the Sultan of Perak Darul Ridzuan.

Panelist



Y.Bhg. Dato’ Dr. Hartini Zainudin
Founder, Yayasan Chow Kit

Yayasan Chow Kit was incorporated in 2010 but before this, we were a children’s programme under Yayasan Salam 
Malaysia, a local NGO which looked at connecting volunteers and corporates to community projects and community 
needs. We were then called, Nur Salam, which literally means ‘Light and Peace”- so we were the ‘house of light and 
peace’ for children or in other words, a sanctuary.

NurSalam was born out of a need to help and protect the children in and around Chow Kit, who were vulnerable and 
marginalized. YCK’s founder, Dato Dr. Hartini, inclusive of Raja Azizan and Kak Arfidah, had worked with the children 
there for a long time and they knew what the children needed most- a bigger space where very poor and marginalized 
children could seek refuge, even if it was, for a couple of hours a day, eat and sleep and get involved with basic 
educational and health activities. The three of us put our heads together, and hatched a plan to find this bigger space..

We partnered with the Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development and the Wilayah Social Department 
and then engaged with other individuals and corporate bodies and NGO partners. We looked for funding- we asked, 
begged and did everything ourselves. It was a tough, uphill battle when we first started but we kept at it!

Panelist



Y.Bhg. Dr. Melati Nungsari
Assistant Professor of Economics and Research Affiliate, 

Asia School of Business International Faculty Fellow, MIT

Dr. Melati Nungsari is an Assistant Professor of Economics at the Asia School of Business and a Research Affiliate at MIT
Sloan School of Management. She is an applied microeconomist specializing in industrial organization, public economics,
market design, and economic education.

She received her Bachelors of Arts in Mathematics and Economics (Magna Cum Laude) with Honors in Mathematics from
Knox College and her Ph.D. in Economics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her research focuses on
two-sided matching platforms with search, and how firms use pricing to correct for negative externalities on the
platform. She also studies public policy issues such as the labor market integration of refugees, policy design for
retirement markets in Chile and Malaysia, and labor market discrimination. Additionally, she has published research on
pedagogy in economic education.

While at UNC-Chapel Hill, Dr. Melati was a Chancellor’s Fellow with the Royster Society. She has won multiple teaching
awards throughout her career, and is also a member of Phi Beta Kappa, the most prestigious academic honor society in
the United States. She is an active Op-Ed writer and her pieces have appeared in The Edge Malaysia Weekly and the
Chronicle of Higher Education.

Prior to joining ASB, Dr. Melati was a professor of economics at Davidson College at Butler University. She has given
research talks all over the world, and is originally from Penang, Malaysia.

Panelist



Y.Brs. Yana Karim
Co-Founder Boleh Space

Ms. Yana Karim is the Co-Founder of Boleh Space. She mostly tweets on #OKUMalaysia issues, learning and working
with fellow PWDs towards making an inclusive and accessible Malaysia a reality.

She became physically disabled at 30. Potential employers were reluctant to hire her when they found out she’s
disabled and needed to work remotely. Being stuck at home is lonely, she befriended fellow persons with disabilities
(PWD) on Twitter with shared life experiences of being disabled in Boleh-Land that later became Boleh Space.

Almost 10 years later, COVID-19 happened. It's now acceptable to work from home. Opportunities suddenly opened
up for her via the internet. They include; Disability Equality Training by the late Peter Tan, online Activist Universal
Design Program by Dr. Naziaty Mohd Yaacob, Empowerment for Digital Accessibility and Strategic Advocacy Training
(NCBM & UNESCAP), Mobile Journalism (NGO Hub & Internews), Suhakam Focus Group Discussions and Malaysian
Urban Forum 2021.

Panelist



Y.Brs. Samuel Isaiah
Global Teacher Prize 2020, Finalist and Programme Director, PEMIMPIN GSL 

Samuel Isaiah is a passionate and driven educator and leader, who strives to bridge the gap between theory and
practice by challenging the status quo, and leading collaborative changes. He was serving in a rural indigenous (Orang
Asli) school in Pahang for almost 10 years and completed his master's degree in educational policy under the
illustrious Fulbright scholarship. Being an award-winning changemaker who was named as the top 10 finalists of the
prestigious Global Teacher Prize 2020, Samuel is now furthering his cause to empower more schools, leaders,
teachers, and students nationwide as Programme Director at PEMIMPIN GSL.

Moderator



Closing Remarks



Y.Bhg. Dato’ Shahira Ahmed Bazari
Trustee and Managing Director, Yayasan Hasanah

As Trustee and Managing Director of Hasanah, YBhg. Dato’ Shahira Ahmed Bazari works together with a network
of civil society organisations to create positive long-term and sustainable impact within Malaysia’s social and
environmental landscapes. Hasanah invests in the following focus areas - Education, Community Development,
Environment, Arts & Public Spaces, and Knowledge & Research. Under Dato’ Shahira’s leadership and guidance,
Hasanah has assisted more than 2 million lives in Malaysia since its inception in 2015, alongside humanitarian
relief initiatives.

Closing Remarks


